
Tree Selection in the Albuquerque Metro Area  
 
Choosing a tree is a lot like choosing a spouse. Your tree choice can often outlive you so 
make sure you take the time with your selection to suite your specific needs. 
 
First ask yourself the question “What do I want from a tree?”  

• Are you looking for a fruit tree? 
• A tree with spring color? 
• A tree with fall color? 
• A tree with to add privacy or noise barrier? 
• A shade tree? 
• An ornamental that will add interest to your front yard? 

 
Selecting a fruit tree 
There are many varieties that do great in this area.  

• Several apple varieties are available in a conventional tree. You can choose 
between an eating apple like Gala or a more tart apple like Granny Smith for pie 
making.  

• Espaliered Apple trees are super cool! You can get several varieties grafted onto 
one trunk. These work great if you don’t have a lot of space because they are 
usually planted against a wall. 

• Cherry trees. You can choose a sweet cherry like a Bing or a tart cherry like a 
Montmorency. Some cherry trees need a pollinator (boyfriend) in order to 
produce fruit. Make sure you select the correct variety for your needs.  

• Peach/Nectarine trees are available in many sizes included a true dwarf which will 
only get to be about 5’ tall. These are great if you have small kids, you need a tree 
for a pot or just don’t want to have to climb a ladder to pick your fruit. 

• Pomegranate trees are nice. Pretty flower and they usually produce well here. 
• Almond and Walnut trees are an option. They can be great shade providers while 

still producing.  
 
Colorful trees in Spring 

• Crabapple trees come in lots of sizes and shapes. The flower, the fruit, and the 
leaf color will add interest to your landscape. They don’t have to be messy trees. 
Some produce very little or no fruit. Persistent fruit stays on the tree until it dries 
and are not messy. 

• Flowering Cherry , Purple Leaf Plum, Washington Hawthorn, and Redbud  are 
also nice choices. 

• Flowering Pear trees have nice spring and fall colors and, depending on the 
variety you choose, can make great shade trees. 

 
Colorful trees in Fall 

• Raywood Ash, Autumn Purple Ash, Chinese Pistache, Shumard Oak  besides 
have great reddish fall coloring, make great shade trees.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=espalier+fruit+trees+pictures&espv=2&biw=1280&bih=918&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj5-9rp7_HRAhWJsVQKHWJxBPsQsAQIGQ&dpr=1
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/JFS_CRAB_CHART.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/snowfountainscherry.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/washingtonhawthorn.pdf
http://www.monrovia.com/plant-catalog/plants/726/oklahoma-redbud/
http://shop.monrovia.com/cleveland-select-flowering-pear.html
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/raywoodash.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/autumnpurpleash.pdf
http://www.monrovia.com/plant-catalog/plants/1985/chinese-pistachio/
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/shumardoak.pdf


• Flowering Pear trees have nice spring and fall colors and, depending on the 
variety you choose, can make great shade trees. 

• Washington Hawthorn have great year round interest.  
 
Fast growing shade trees 

• The newer Elm trees are nice. Most do not drop seeds like the big Elms of the 
Valley but carry all the benefits like drought tolerant, big, and fast growing. 
Lacebark Elm trees have a unique bark making them of interest all year. Frontier 
Elm and Emerald Sunshine Elm trees have a striking fall color.  

• Raywood Ash, Autumn Purple Ash, Urbanite Ash, and Chinese Pistache all grow 
fairly quickly and can be nice shade trees. 

• Imperial Honeylocust and Shademaster Honeylocust trees are both seedless 
varieties and can produce nice shade. The Sunburst Honeylocust is a nice seedless 
variety with lime colored leaves in summer. 

 
Noise or privacy barriers really need to be evergreen unless your nuisance noise is only 
in the summer. Some dense shrubs can work such as Photinia and Silverberry. Wichita 
Blue, Skyrocket, and Spartan are nice Juniper varieties. If you are looking for full sized 
trees,  Afghan Pine, or Austrian Pine.  

http://shop.monrovia.com/cleveland-select-flowering-pear.html
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/washingtonhawthorn.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/jfs-ulmus-parvifolia-varieties.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/frontierelm.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/frontierelm.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/emeraldsunshineelm.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/raywoodash.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/autumnpurpleash.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/urbaniteash.pdf
http://www.monrovia.com/plant-catalog/plants/1985/chinese-pistachio/
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/imperialhoneylocust.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/shademasterhoneylocust.pdf
https://www.jfschmidt.com/pdfs/sunbursthoneylocust.pdf
http://shop.monrovia.com/fraser-s-photinia.html
http://shop.monrovia.com/ebbinge-s-silverberry-31496.html
http://shop.monrovia.com/wichita-blue-juniper-34651.html
http://shop.monrovia.com/wichita-blue-juniper-34651.html
http://shop.monrovia.com/skyrocket-juniper-31853.html
http://shop.monrovia.com/spartan-juniper-35141.html
http://aces.nmsu.edu/county/donaana/mastergardener/documents/afghan-pine.pdf

