
Bark Beetle – When should we panic. 
Every year, we see Pine trees (mostly Pinon and Ponderosa) that have been infested with Bark Beetles. 
Here are some facts you should know. 

• There are 3 deadly varieties; Western Pine, Mountain Pine, and Engraver. ** 
• Because of their size, they are rarely seen. The largest is less than 1/3 of an inch long and the 

smallest is 1/7 of an inch long. We only see their affects. They will turn a tree from green to 
lime to blond to brown. That process usually takes about 1-3 weeks. 

• The Bark Beetle life cycle is 4-6 weeks with 7 generations possible per growing season. Each 
female will lay about 75 eggs under the bark, unseen by us. 

• Once a tree is attacked, there is no cure. No magic potion. No special injections. Nada. An 
Arborist might suggest treating a tree that has been affected but that is only to try to isolate the 
bug. 

• Preventive treatment can be done but the treatment only lasts about a month and only stops 
them while they are moving. Treatments done too regularly can cause these bugs to become 
immune to the treatment. The treatment kills all bugs, good and bad, and treated too often, 
can cause an adverse shift in your natural environment. 

 
What can we do to stop this bug? 

• First, make sure trees are well hydrated. This will keep them healthy and more able to fight on 
their own. The worst infestations are during or right after a drought period. 

• Next, pay attention. If your trees are showing signs, call us or NMSU Extension Office to confirm 
a diagnosis. If your neighbor’s trees show signs, tell them to call us for the sake of your trees. 

• Chemical treatment is usually done reactively. When you or your close neighbor’s trees show 
signs of beetles, this is the time for possible treatment. Here at Baca’s Trees, we use 2 
chemicals. Permethrin is the only chemical labeled for Bark Beetle control and it is sprayed on 
the trunk and lower limbs of the tree to prevent the bug from getting in in the first place. We 
also use Imidicloprid as a systemic treatment. Systemic chemicals move through the vascular 
system of the tree as the tree gets watered. If the beetle eats the inside of the tree, the 
systemic treatment kills them. This does not mean we will save the tree. It means the bug will 
die and not move on to the next delicious tree.  

• Get rid of the wood from infested trees as soon as possible.  
 
** Twig beetles kill trees also but, because they usually enter the tree from the twigs and limbs, you 
can remove the affected area and treat the tree in an attempt to isolate the infestation. 
 
The best thing to do if you have Pinon and Ponderosa is to make sure they get enough water. If a Pine 
tree dies, plant something else. Diversity in landscape is the best way to maintain a healthy yard. If you 
live in a mountainous area, you are not going to be able to water the forest. Treat your trees like you 
treat your kids. Pick your favorites and take care of them. 
 
Information for this article was taken from https://aces.nmsu.edu/pubs/, IPM Strategies for Common 
Insect Pests of NM 
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