
All you ever wanted to know about 

BAGWORM 
but were afraid to ask. 

 
1. They are disgusting! (I guess you already knew that.) 
2. They do not hurt your trees, except Arborvitae. They are leaf eaters and leaves come back. They can 

eat every leaf and the tree will not be harmed long term. 
a. Your tree requires leaves for photosynthesis (carbohydrates). That’s how the tree is fed. Trees 

get enough carbs from early spring until mid-July when bagworm have had their way with your 
tree to sustain themselves for the year. Kind of like going to a buffet for lunch. You won’t die if 
you skip dinner. 

b. If they start to eat the needles on your Arborvitae, you need to treat. If they eat enough, the 
shrub won’t come back. This is really only a problem for young shrubs. Older shrubs will be fine 
for a season. 

3. Bagworm are snobs. They never eat Ash, Mulberry, and most Cottonwood. They LOVE Locust, 
Sycamore, and Apple. Most other trees and shrubs they are marginal about. They might eat a Redbud 
but they won’t eat all the leaves on a Redbud. 

4. They are really only a problem in the Valley, along the river, ditches, and acequias.  
5. They eat Elm but they don’t love Elm. They travel on Elm on their way to the nearest Locust or 

Sycamore. Kind of like McDonald’s. When we are traveling, they are right along the freeway. We eat 
them but just to sustain us until we get to our final destination.  

6. They are completely disgusting! Sometimes you can hear them eat. They leave debris (code for poop) 
that look like small mouse droppings. If the trees are over your pool,  patio, or picnic table, it is really 
gross! 

 
Best Defense 

1. They don’t really have a predator. They are safe inside the bag. Even chickens won’t eat them and 
they eat everything. 

2. Pull the bags if you can and destroy them. Each female bag has about 1,000 eggs. That is a lot of 
potential! If you pull them and throw them away or drop them to the ground, they will crawl right back 
out and onto the tree. Drown them or smash them.  

3. The trees can be chemically treated but you have to wait until the bug is active. Poison the leaves and 
when the bagworm eats them, they die. 

4. The trees can be organically treated. BT is a wormicide. While it is still a poison, it only kills worms and 
other bugs like aphids are not affected. You also have to wait until the bug is active. Poison the leaves 
and they die after they eat the leaves. 

5. If you have a Locust or a Sycamore and you live in the Valley and you aren’t already heavily infested, 
you can tape your tree. That’s right! Tape it! Put duct tape, sticky side out, around your tree. When 
they climb up, they are trapped. You will probably have to change the tape every week or 2 but it beats 
battling the bug and their debris as they make a meal of your tree. 

 
This message brought to you by Camille, the Arborista! 


